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further proor of the brutality of the barbaric and inhuman regime of apartheid.

The WFTU also associates itself with the urgent appeal calling for the re].ease
of Ne]son Mandela, who was sentenced to life inprisonment in June 1954 for going
underground to .lead the caııpaign against the establishment ol a racist republic
by decision oF white voteıs only. Mr. i,lande].a has become the symbol of resistence
and the respected leader of the b],ack people of South Africa. The WFTU is pıepared
to participate in a joint effort by the international. community to bring about
the unconditional release of Mr. Mande].a and al] other political prisoners.

Three other members of the African National Congress, 1.1r. Baıry Tsosobe,
Johannes Shabangn and David [.loise, weıe condemned to death at the beginning
of Decenber t982 - the year declared by the U.N. as Internationa] Year ot Mobi].i-
sation against Apartheid. The WFTIJ is persuaded that not only the ]ives of
these men, but the lives of many other fighters for the achievement ofl the
right of south African people to se lfl-de termination o.ıb be saved by decisive
united action by the internat,iona] community.

part oi the world

The who]e continent of Latin Ameıica is the most crying exaırıple of unprecedented
violations of human rights, stressing the global character of the policy of military
leaders atteıPting to liquidate any oppositj.on movement by the use of terror, assassina-
tions, disappeared persons, kidnappings etc. In this context it is a]so characteıistic
that the us commission on central America headed by Dr. kissinqer proposed a mi]i-
tary solution to the situation there, thus indicating that the us Government is
prepaned to give its support to any government in the region representing ''vita]
us interests" ıegard].ess oi the most bruta] violations of human rights repeatedly
condemned by the world corrmunity. The present situation in the continent j.s

witnessing an unusua.l reactivation of opposition movements aimed at halting the
continuing deterioration oF the standards ot living of aIl people. consequent ly , in
order to crush these ınovements, the mititary governments tend to try to ıeinforce
their position by resorting to the fascist form of government.
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The incredibly cruel policy oi assassinations and kidnappings conlinue to

be applied by the political r6qime oF El Salvador in violation of the most

fundamental human rights, denounced many times by various national and interna-
tional democrat.ic institutions.

Over the last } yeaıs, more than 40 thousand Sa].vadorean citizens have been

assassinated and over 700 thousand have left the country as a result of repression.

The Salvadorean Human Rights Coınmission indicated that in the first months

of 1982, as many as 4169? civilians were assassinated. The same Commission severe]y
denounced the bonbing ol defenceless civilians with the use of napalm bombs and

white phosplıorus, causing innumerabIe casualties. The methods of repression in 19B]

were even more brutal and thefe is no exact record of Lhe number oF casu]aties.

800 5a].vadorean political prisoners have been held in various penal centres
of that country for over two years. These prisoners are denied the riqht to

deience and they are arbitrarily brought beiore ınil.itary tribunals in virtue of
Decree No. 507 which is unconstitu t iona -l and vio].ates the most essentia.l rights
oi political pıisoners.

A delegation ol B American doctoıs headed by Dr. Ann Hargreaves, Sub-Diıector
of the Hea]th Service in Boston, and Dı. John Stanbury fıom the l4assachusetts
Institute oi Technology, |ound eloquent prooi ol physical torture on the bodies
of politicaJ. prisoners.

The l^]FTU also strongly condemns the Salvadorean government-s conscription of
children between the ages of ]J and 17 who are forced to fight the gueril.las
opposing the r 69ime.

The WFTU condemns the barbaric assassination by the Government of E1 Salvador
or dj-sappearence of the following salvadorean trade union leaders:

Santiago Hernandez, General Secretary of the FUSS (Federaci6n Unitaıia Sindica.l
de E] Sa]vador )

Carlos Diaz, Secretary of the "Sindicato de] Banco Central de Reserva de fl Sa]vador"
Rosendo t"lejia Carpio, Genera_l Secretary of the "Sindicato de] Instituto de Vivienda

LJrbana"

Dra. Dora Muİo Castillo
Hugo C ar ri l1o
l,januel de Jesus Baires
Ami]car |,|ar tinez Arguera

Antonio Francisco peıate parada
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Robeıto R j.vera llarLe]]

Pedro F ]ores Peİa

Jos6 Enrique Esca]anLe l,,lar t inez

fvelyn Calderon

Victor Manue] Qu int ani lla
Victor l'lanue].0rdoİez P erez

Pedro Ramirez Esqu i vel

Pab]o Ramiıez Cornej o

As for the J-egal basis supporting the violation of human rights -in fl Salvador,

the VJFTU draws the attention oi the Commission to the following laws:

- Decree No. 155 dec].ares martial law and limits the freedom of expression, free

transit and the lnviolability of correspondence1

- Decıees Nos. 254 and 265 qualify as a terrorist anyone who takes or occupies

peacefully pubtic buildings or instal}ations centres oF work oI service and

places destined ior any religious purpose;

-DecreeNo.295cancelstherightofCivilSerViCeworkerstodefendthemselves,
thus puttinq the workers at the mercy oi the aİbitrary will of their bosses1

- Decree No. 4] establishes the state of emergency that has permitted the mi]-

itarization of important institutions of pub]ic servicerincorporating theiı

viorkers and emplqyees into the armed forces1 consequently, co]lective agreements

have been canceJ-led, and associations and trade unions dissolved,

_ Decree No. 507 gives broad freedom to the security foıces to deal with subversion;

furthermore, the decree ]egitimises torture as a means of obtain_ing all necessary

infoımat-ion and is applicable to young people under ]5 years, This decree annu]-s

therj-ghtofdetaincandpermitspeopletobedetainedontheslightestpretext
andhe]dwithoutbeingal}owedtomakeanycommunicationduringtheinvestigation
which can ].ast as long as lB0 days.

- Decree No. 544, published on January 5, ]9B], froze wages and socia] a]lowances

tilJ.FebruaryI4,I9B2.ThisdispositionLogetherwithDecreeNo.729prohibit
the negotiation ol co]lective a9reeınents and declare aJ-l trade union activity

illegal.

Guatema.la

ı

Since 8 August l9B}, when geneıal Oscaı l,lej ia Vlctores came to power,

government has not ceased its repression againsl the civilian population,

against the indigenous KekchI and Pocomclı1 population.

the

espec ial ly
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Jhe terrorist regime continues to cause the forced ııigration of the
population. According to the local human rights organizations, the number oi
deplaced persons has already reached one ınillion, of whom over 200,000 have ]eft
the country, mostJ.y for Mexico.

'[he present situation indicates that there is a situation of internal
armed conf]ict in Guatemala, in which the government security forces do not
respect Lhe standards of international humanitarian law. Consequentiy, the
WFTU urges the UN Human Rights Commission to mobilize world public opinion against
the pıactices oF terror and secret executions. The situation of }5 persons now

under the contro] of military Forces in Cuartel Justo Barrios is particu.larly
worrying.

These include:

,

Edgar Raül Rivas Rodrlguez
Raül Moran Lucero
Jos6 Antonio Vdsquez Reina

Marco vinicio calder6n cruz
Jos6 Sim6n Cos Culajay
Cata]ino Cos Culajay
Edna Patricia Mej{a Leal
Voctoriano Gramajo Samoyoa

Ana Noemf Sacalzot Aguilar
Edgar Haroldo Castro Ramfrez

Mario A]berto de LeÖn Arango

Raül Cacacho Ra]da

Eugenio Cap Yes

Lleana de] Rosario So]ares Castil1o
0d6n Huırberto Mazariegos A]varez

Angela Ayala

Rosa Aminta Raınirez

Edelberto Ger6nimo Lea] Fedrek

Ana Lucrecia 0rel]ana Stormont

GuiIlermo loral]a Loarca
Jorge Alberto Rosal Paz

Jos6 Augusto }4edıano E st ıada
Francisco Mat{as i"lansi ] l a C6rdova

Gustavo AdolFo Meza Soberanis
Ernesto Joaqu{n Gutieres Caste]. i anos

Angel Claudio Calder6n de Le6n

Marco Antonio Caxaj Rodrlguez
Eugenio Rolando Mor6n Ram{rez

Rosa Este]a P6rez Villaseİor

!rycyıy
since our last communication, the situation in this country in the field of

human rights has not essentially improved.

Approximately 1,000 citizens remain in prison, on charges related to their
Political activities; prison conditions, despite Frequent intervention by humanitar-
ian organizations, are stitl totally inhumane, especially in the Libertad prison and
the women's prison in Punta de Rj.e-}es. 0nce again we draw your attention to the
frequent use of torture which has already killed seveıal dozen people. 0ver l50
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people have "disappeared", although in fact they are being

, detained by the police. Several hundred Lhousand

citizens are in enforced exile and apart from exceptional cases, the Goverrıınent

refuses to grant them Lhe necessary papers. Frequent ealls for aünnesty -including

the exi]es'relurn to the country and the lifting of the ban affecting several

thousand people, which is denying them the right to freedom of association or to

stand candidales in elections _ have been issued by all political parties and

public organizations. However, these have run into governmenLal, opposition, despite

the government's statement that the state ofl ernergency in the country, which is
responsible for the repressive measures, has been lifted,

lnthelaboursphere,theLawonTradeAssociationsNo.15I}7violatesILO
Conventions Nos 87 and 98; the National l,üorkers' Convention (CNT) trade union centre,

whose menüership accounts for 90% of the country-s workers, has continued Lo be

out]awed since l97].(As this aspect of human rights violations in Uruguay is
the subjeet of ILO procedures, we will not stress it,)
' ,.r9r", ıatified the Internation"ı Cou"n"n§n Civil and political Rights, plus

its relative Optional Protocol on the 2],], 1975, However, the situation ol the

political prisoners proves that the government never intended to implement iL,

we would like to parlicularly stress the systematic violation of the ioJ.lowinq

articlesı

Art. 9 - Prisoners are not tried ,'within a reasonable period of time" : some have

been in prison without trial for several years,

- Political prisoners are not tried by any "impartial courl", but are

arbiİrariJ-y taken belore military courts despite being civilians,

Art. l0 - Politica] detainees are not "Lıeated humanely and with the inherent

dignity due to human beings'ı.

Art. 14 - Trials, when brought against the açcused, are not in public nor is the

presence of the accused set as a condition, The sentences, likewise, are not made

public.
- In the trial, there is no presunption of innocence, Contrary to this,

the detainees are treated as prisoners of war, on the basis of the present

philosophy of an "internal state of war",

- The accused are denied guarantees enabling them to prepare their

own defence, nor are they enLitled to choose a defence lawyer, to be present when

witnesses are questioned or to call any defence witnesses,
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It is also necessary to point out the frequent violations of the righL

to freedom oi expıession with various press and radio channels having suifered

severe reprisa]s for broadcasting infoımation incurring the government-s

displeasure.

Turkey

Over the last year, there has been no inprovemenL what,ever with regard to the

violation oF human rights in Tuıkey as witnessed by the observations of numerous

lawyers and trade unionists who have been to Turkey on the WFTU's behalfl,

The parliamentary elections oF 6 November 198f have not brought any liberali-

sation of the repressive regime either, Some days after these elections the

NationalSecurityCouncilprolongedmartiallawbyfourınonthsandamilitary
tribuna] condemned 2f ]eadeıs of the Turkish Peace Coırmittee to pnison senLences

offrom5to8years,includingthemostoulstandingdemocraticintellectuals
of the counlry.

The number of accused in the tıia] of the DISK (Trade Union ConfederaLion

representing 600,000 workers) has reached 78, of whom 68 face the death penalty,

Other trials have begun against the leaders of trade union organizations affi]iat,ed

to DISK. They risk prison sentences of from 6 to ?O years, The total number oF

tradeunionleadersandoFficialsoftheDISKstandingtrialhasreached1,067.

The junta and its Consultative Assembly have enacted numerous laws considerably

restrictingfundamentalhumanrights.Theserepressivelawstendinparticular
to suppress freedom of opinion and of expression,

Belovı is some information concerning fecent inporLant cases oF the brutal

violation of human rights, especial,Iy torture and the suppression of ireedom of

opinion and expnession:

l) World famous Turkish humour writer and the.chairman ol the Writers'lJnion of

Turkey, Aziz Nesin was indicted for a novel which he wrote 27 years ago, This

work of humour has been repıinted six times since 1955 and never before been the

subjectofl.legalproceedings.Themilitaryprosecutoraskedforhimtobeqiven
a prison sentence of up to ten years (}4arch l98]), In May, he was deprived of a

passport to travel abroad.

32
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J) A person named as ilhan Cetin was condemned to a 3-yeaı prison tarm by a mi}itary

court in Ankaıa for having criticized the President of the Republic (]0.4. r98]).

4) Mehmet AIi Ku

condemned to a 7

t1
l
2

u, editor of the periodical "Sosyalist Genclik Gazetesi", was

- year Prison term by a military court in Istanbu] (2.4, |g8r),

o

a

5) 0n May 9, Nadir Nadi, 75, the editor-in-chiei oi the daily l'Cumhuriyet"

was sentenced to two months and twenty days' impr i sonment by a military court

in lstanbul for reprinting an editoıial written 2? yeaıs ago.

5) In Erzuıum, the military prosecutor instituted fuıther pıoceedings against

]4 women prisoners already accused in the DEV-YOL tria] For having protested for

two days against the tortuıe of their comrades. The prosecution demanded prison

sentences for them (Apri1 l9B}).

7) 0n April 9, ],]16 detainees of the military prison of t4etris (Istanbu]) were

depıived of their right to receive visitors for two weeks on the pretext of
|'breach of discipline".

8) A literature teacher, Ozgen Seckin, was arrested for "coınrruınist propaganda" in

a book of poetry he wrote (l2.5. l98]).

9) Abdullah Gulbudak, the editoı general of the Teachers'Union of Turkey (TOB-DER),

was beaten and killed by jailers and rightist pıisoners who attacked TOB-DER leaders.

TO8-DER-s attorney, }|alit Celenk, sought permission to see the body in order to

establish the cause of death, but permission was refused (May l98}).

l0) Being unable to make their voice heard through normal means, 21500 prisoners

went on hunger strike in July I98] in the prisons of Istanbul. In their appeal

to_ world opinion, the hunger strikes a.lso announced that Hakan Mermeroluk, Serif
Akkaya-and Hakki tlocaoglu had died due to torture and ill-treatment in military
pr isons .

2) Tamer Kayas, editor oF the daily "Politika" (owned by some DISK affiliates)
t

was condemned Loa7) -yeat prison term by a military Lribunal in Istanbul on

the chaıge oF having printed communist propaganda in the newspaper (15.4. 19B]),
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lt) Abdul]ah Basturk, president oF DISK, revea].ed the inhuman conditions olconFinement prevailinq in the prisons and the irregularities relating to thetrials at the hearing oF August 5; thereupon he was condemned to 7 days insolitary conFinement in prison (July l9S]).
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